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Party Wall Act – Application And Process  

 

Does the proposed building work involve any of the 
following: 
 Building a new wall or external wall at the 

boundary? 
 Structural alterations to a party wall or structure? 
 Excavating near a building? 

No 

Party Wall 
Act does not 

apply. 

Appoint an ‘Agreed 
Surveyor’ or each 
owner appoints a 

surveyor to draw up 
an ‘Award’ 

Yes 

Work 
can 
start 

Yes 

The building owner serves a notice on the adjoining 
owner(s) at least 2 months before the work starts. 

Does the adjoining owner(s) 
reply within 14 days from the 

serving of the notice? 

Yes 

Does the adjoining owner(s) reply 
within 14 days, agreeing to 

proposed work? 

Yes 

Does the adjoining 
owner(s) also serve a 
counter-notice within 
14 days, suggesting 

additional work? 

Yes 

Does the building owner reply within 14 
days, agreeing to the counter-notice? 

No 
A dispute is 
regarded as 

having arisen. 

No 

No 

Can the two 
surveyors agree 

the ‘Award’? 

No 

Two surveyors 
select a third 

surveyor. 

Surveyors draw 
up an ‘Award’ 

Work can 
start 

Yes 

No 


